
DAYMUNC XVIII 
General Assembly Plenary  
 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
Welcome to the 18th annual Dayton Model United Nations (DAYMUNC) and the General Assembly 
Plenary. My name is Marcy Marzola and I am excited to serve as your director. This is my sixth year 
participating at DAYMUNC. Previously, I have served as a delegate, Rapporteur of the Simulated Security 
Council, Chair of the General Assembly Plenary: Special Session on the Environment, Director of the 
General Assembly Plenary, and Secretary-General. I am currently pursuing a Master of Arts in 
International Comparative Politics at Wright State University. 
 
As established by the Charter of the United Nations, the General Assembly is the main deliberative body 
of the United Nations comprising of 192 Member States.1 The General Assembly meets during its regular 
session from September to December and additionally throughout the rest of the year on an as-needed 
basis.2 This body confirms new members, addresses matters of peace and security, makes 
recommendations to the States, approves the budget, and elects the non-permanent members of the 
Security Council.3 
 
The Topics for the General Assembly Plenary are: 
 

 Addressing the World Drug Trade Through Alternative Development Strategies 

 Science and Technology in International Security and Disarmament 
 
This background guide should be the beginning of your research. Please become familiar with your 
State’s exact policies on both topics. As DAYMUNC is a learning conference, you should be prepared to 
work on your negotiation skills, public speaking, and technical writing capabilities. 
 
I look forward to working with all of you. If you have any questions, please email me at 
generalassembly@daymunc.org. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marcy Marzola, Director 
 
Antje Williams, Chair 
 
Lisa Lin, Rapporteur 
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Topic I:  Addressing the World Drug Trade Through Alternative Development Strategies 
 
The illicit trade in drugs continues to hinder economic development around the world. Over $320 million 
is generated annually from the illegal trade of drugs, accounting for 0.9% of the world’s gross domestic 
product.4 In addressing alternative development measures to combat the world drug trade problem, the 
quality of life will improve reducing the need to grow and sell illicit crops.5 In fostering alternative 
development measures, States can reduce and eliminate the necessity for farmers to grow illicit drugs. 
 
One aspect that perpetuates the world drug trade problem is poverty. One billion people live in poverty 
today.6 As poverty impacts all States, the World Bank is encouraging States to run an analysis known as a 
Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSPs).7 The intent of the PRSP is to develop pro-poor development 
for growth and social development that will raise incomes and decrease poverty rates.8 The 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development established the Development Assistance 
Committee Guidelines for Poverty Reduction using the follow policy concepts: “(1) Pro-poor economic 
growth: pace and quality; (2) Empowerment, rights and pro-poor governance; (3) Basic social services 
for human development; (4) Human security: reducing vulnerability and managing shocks; (5) 
Mainstreaming gender and enhancing gender equality; and (6) Mainstreaming environmental 
sustainability using sustainable livelihood approaches.”9 What steps can be implemented to reduce 
poverty to impact the world drug trade problem? What states would benefit most from a PRSP? How 
can governments execute effective poverty reduction strategies? What steps can the international 
community take to reduce the global poverty problem? 
 
Gender equality is another aspect that could assist in the reduction of the world drug trade. On July 2, 
2010, the GA created the UN Women to promote gender equality, expand opportunity, and eliminate 
discrimination around the world.10 The International Labour Organization has implemented a global 
campaign on gender equality focusing on 12 key themes including education, youth employment, 
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developing communication skills, and reducing barriers in the workplace.11 Through empowerment, 
women can become a vital asset to productivity for the State while reducing the need to acquire money 
from illicit crops.12 What policies can be developed to increase gender equality to prevent illicit drug 
trade? Will culture play a role in increasing gender equality and potentially foster the world drug trade? 
 
Environmental sustainability is key in fostering a standard of living that does not require the need for 
illicit crops. The major themes for governments countering the production of illicit crops to focus their 
attention on include forestry, land rights, agriculture, water, ecosystems, biodiversity, and 
conservation.13 With these themes in mind, how can addressing each theme help prevent the growing of 
illicit crops? How can governments take a more active role in sustaining environmental development? 
 
The world drug trade problem cannot be solved with just implementing measures that raise the quality 
of life. Without strong law enforcement capabilities, there is no tangible threat to keep farmers from 
continuing to grow profitable illicit crops. According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), the three main pillars that hinder rules of law are: illicit trafficking, governance, and criminal 
justice.14 Some States cannot develop a criminal justice system without help from other Member States. 
Through best-practice sharing and monetary support, States can establish effective justice standards 
that enforce and prevent the selling of illicit drugs. 
 
Case Studies 
 
Afghanistan 
 
Afghanistan has been combating the opium production within its borders for the past 30 years. 
Currently, 20 of the 34 providences within Afghanistan are poppy free.15 The State is working on the 
following measures to eliminate poppy cultivation: law enforcement development, border control 
management, criminal justice capacity building, reducing the demand, and providing alternative living 
for farmers.16 What lessons can be learned from the policies that are being implemented in Afghanistan? 
How can the efforts be utilized in other States? 
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Columbia 
 
In Columbia, the largest illicit cultivation of coca bush in the world is stunting development. The UNODC 
estimates that in 2008, there were 59,328 people involved in harvesting coca bush.17 Two programs 
have been implemented in Columbia to eliminate the growing of coca bush: “Products of Peace” and 
“Forest-Warden Families Program”.18 By focusing on forestry and growing crops like beans, cacao, 
coffee, honey, and dairy products, Columbia is expanding its capabilities to become free of farming this 
illicit crop.19 What measures can other governments mimic to entice the reduction and elimination of 
illicit crops? What crops would be best to switch farmers to that are still profitable but are not the illicit 
crops? 
 
Myanmar 
 
After Afghanistan, Myanmar is the next highest producer of opium. The government has set a policy 
goal to eliminate opium production and become opium free by 2014.20 Myanmar has seen an increase in 
the following crimes as a result of the farmers losing their high income: human trafficking, drug abuse, 
environmental destruction, and trafficking of flora and fauna.21 Myanmar’s primary focus has been to 
implement food security to ensure that farmers are acquiring more income by diversifying the 
agriculture products they are producing.22 Are there lessons to be learned from Myanmar to prevent the 
increase in crimes as a result of not producing the illicit crop anymore? What international measures can 
be used to reduce the demand for opium? 
 
Topic II:  Science and Technology in International Security and Disarmament 
 
The topic of International Security and Disarmament is important because one State’s actions can affect 
all Member States. Beyond the creation of weapons, there are many opportunities for States to protect 
themselves from the threat of being attacked. While States providing their military strength and the 
number of weapons they have would foster trust, very few States actually participate in transparency 
measures and divulge their capabilities. Delegates should focus on using capacity-building measures to 
make the State more resistant to an attack and less vulnerable. By developing the strength of the State, 
there will not be a need to create weapons for protection. 
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Energy is being supplied by fossil fuels (65%), nuclear fission (15%), and hydro and other renewable 
energy sources (20%).23 Nuclear energy is the future for replacing non-renewable energy resources. 
There are six kinds of reactors that create nuclear energy: boiling-water reactor, fast-breeder reactor, 
gas-cooled reactor, light-water graphite reactor, pressurized heavy-water reactor, and pressurized-
water reactor.24 The most popular reactors are boiling-water and pressurized-water reactors, accounting 
for over 80% of operating reactors.25 One of the largest problems in using nuclear power is the disposal 
of nuclear waste. According to the International Atomic Energy Association, the transfer of nuclear 
waste to a desalination facility is highly toxic and dangerous to the surrounding population because of 
tritium, a radioactive hydrogen isotope that is developed in the nuclear plant.26 While there are many 
advantages to using nuclear energy, how can the safety of the nearby population be ensured? What 
security measures can be taken to protect the facility as well as prevent the development of highly-
enriched uranium (HEU), which can be used to develop nuclear weapons? How can States afford to 
transition to nuclear energy? 
 
Today, there are over 26,000 nuclear weapons. The world has seen 2 nuclear weapons used in warfare 
with over 2,000 tests have been conducted since the development of nuclear weapons.27 While agreeing 
to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) requires the reduction and future elimination of nuclear 
weapons, there has been no tangible requirement to dismantle warheads.28 Russia and the United 
States have reduced their stockpiles to around 1/3 of their amount during the Cold War, creating an 
excessive amount of HEU and Plutonium to secure.29 A study completed by International Panel on Fissile 
Materials in 2008, verified there are 22 enrichment plants and 18 reprocessing facilities located in 13 
States.30 Out of these 22 enrichment plants, only 7 are implementing international standards.31 How can 
the international community encourage implementation of international standards? In reducing the 
amount of nuclear weapons, how can States manage the nuclear waste? What impact will it place on 
the citizens of the State? Are there any health concerns the State should address when storing and 
disposing of nuclear weapons? 
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In December 1975, the UN Member States developed the concept of Nuclear Weapon Free Zones 
(NWFZs).32 Over the past 35 years, 7 NWFZ have been established33 and 116 States are participating 
within those NWFZ.34 To create a NWFZ, the UN Office on Disarmament Affairs recommends the 
following: the initiative to become a NWFZ must be an active decision of agreement from all States 
within the region, all States must be consulted in the drafting of the treaty to become a NWFZ, and that 
the NWFZ does not limit the use of nuclear technology for peaceful purposes such as nuclear energy.35 
Despite the recommendation, some States still perceive nuclear weapons as vital to their security. This is 
why current Member States that have them will not stop developing stockpiles and why States that feel 
threatened, want to develop the nuclear weapons. The region under most concern to become a NWFZ is 
the Middle East. Presently, the Middle East is not making any advancement toward an agreement to 
become a NWFZ. Some states, like Australia and Mongolia, have passed national legislation becoming a 
NWFZ.36 Will more states become a NWFZ without working within the region to secure their immediate 
surroundings? What concession must be made to reach a NWFZ agreement in the Middle Ease? Are 
NWFZ effective? What actions can be taken to encourage more NWFZs? 
 
Case Study – The Chernobyl Incident 
 
On April 26, 1986, an accident occurred at the Chernobyl nuclear facility in Ukraine when there was a 
power surge during the testing of reactor unit four.37 As a result of this explosion, iodine-131, caesium-
134, and caesium-137 were released into the environment, directly affecting Belarus, The Russian 
Federation, and Ukraine.38 Despite unit four being shut down, it is still at risk of another power surge 
and the international community is working on a New Safe Confinement structure, which is anticipated 
to be finished in 2011.39 This accident has caused 49 deaths with more than 4,000 people being 
diagnosed with some form of cancer as a result of being near the explosion.40 How can we prevent 
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another Chernobyl incident from occurring with the expansion of nuclear energy? What health concerns 
do States need to be mindful of when establishing a new nuclear plant? What standards need to be 
implemented at current nuclear facilities to prevent a future explosion? 


